destroyed by gunfire, and at last the battery was
abandoned by all except one sentry 5 the guns were
not withdrawn, however, for fear of encouraging the
enemy. Later in the day the sentry was killed by a
roundshot. As soon as it was dark, working parties
were sent into the battery to withdraw a 9-pounder
which had been disabled by the enemy's fire, and
to repair and strengthen the works as far as possible.
The same evening, an old Indian woman was sent
out with a note addressed to Havelock and rolled up
in a quill. Since the beginning of the siege some
twenty letters had been despatched by various
hands, but so far only one reply had been received.
All that night the countermine at Sago's post was
being driven out as fast as possible, while the enemy,
who were now only a few yards away, did then-
utmost to hinder the work by throwing squibs,
rockets, and brickbats over the wall. They even tried
to set fire to the outhouses by means of flaming
wicks tied onto long bamboos, but the garrison cut
off the ends as soon as they appeared. Next morning
the enemy miners could be heard at work so dose
that Lieutenant Hutchinson decided to load the
countermine. While the charge was being tamped
some of the garrison threw clods at the enemy to
distract their attention, and both sides pelted each
other across the wall.
At ten o'clock the engineers sent \yord to the
neighbouring outposts that the countermine was
ready to be sprung. Lieutenant F. W. Birch, 59th
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